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the question whether the Lords could over-ride the elected
Chamber in finance. The country sent- them back again to
power, though with so reduced a majority that they were
dependent on either the Irish or the Labour members.
The Lords passed the Budget (April, 1910).
The agitation over the Budget had scarcely begun to die
down, before King Edward's sudden death (May, 1910)
took the country by surprise. His short reign had seen the
great flowering of the Liberal policy of social reform, and
it had seen, too, a notable change in our foreign policy, in
the friendship with France, of which King Edward had
been a warm champion (see p. 919).
King George V became King, and at once the constitutional
conflict was intensified.
Liberals had long suffered from the rejection of their
bills by the Upper House, which now was predominantly The
and permanently Conservative.    Such measures as Glad- maentaAct.
stone's famous Home Rule Bill had been twice passed by ?fetfhlem
the Commons only to be rejected by the Lords.   With the tCioSstitu"
advent of a social policy which might be perpetually fought<191l)
by the Upper House, it was clear that not only would trouble
arise, but that the Conservatives, even if defeated at the
polls, could keep power through the Lords.
The rejection of the Budget made the position impossible,
so the Liberals now brought in the Parliament BilL This
Bill sought to deprive the Lords of their power to destroy
the work of the Lower House, and give them the power
only to delay. Any measure brought in by the Commons
and passed by them in three successive sessions* was to
become law, even if the Lords threw it out each time. More-
over, the House of Lords was to be deprived of all power
to reject a money bill. A terrific battle took place over this
bill, and the Lords would not accept it. Another General
Election was fought (the second within the year 1910) and
the country showed its feelings by sending the Liberals back
with a majority again. Yet, still the Lords threatened to
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